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shall make a digest of that literature and scientifically interpret the signs 
of the times with reference to matrimony, in a form suitable for general 
reading. The present work, however, does not rise to this opportunity. 
It is a popular rather than a scientific work, and so will probably prove 
ephemeral. Even when its position on a given point seems well taken, 
its partisan attitude and the loose way in which it is put together preju- 
dice its value as a reference of authority. Repeatedly statements are 
made without reference to their specific sources; passages are quoted 
without citation of volume or page; scarcely a half-dozen footnotes 
appear in the entire sixteen chapters; and there is no bibliography. 
Much of the book shows signs of hasty workmanship. Thus, in chap, viii : 
"To obtain the material for this chapter the author spent a few hours in 
the Court of Domestic Relations [of New York]." Again, not enough 
distinction is made as to the relative value of the opinions and statements 
quoted; newspaper articles and casual conversations seemingly are used 
as of equal weight in establishing a conclusion as the carefully considered 
opinions of scholars. Moreover, it is not clear how the author will excuse 
himself for an occasional inaccurate use of terms, as, for example, on 
p. 257, where "polygamous" is made a synonym for "polygynous." In 
a treatise on marriage such a mistake seems inexcusable. 

Earle E. Eubank 
Young Men's Christian Association College 



Social and Economic Survey of a Cummunity in Northeastern Minne- 
sota. By Gustave P. Warber, M.A. Research Publi- 
cations of the University of Minnesota, " Current Problems," 
Minneapolis, 1915. 

This is the third in a series of social and economic surveys of rural 
communities conducted by the Division of Research in Agricultural 
Economics of the University of Minnesota. The communities have been 
selected because they represent different types of rural economy, viz., 

(1) Southeastern Minnesota, a region of diversified farming and dairying; 

(2) Red River Valley, a region of large farms and grain-growing; (3) 
Eastern Minnesota, the "cut-over section," a region of small farms, 
dairying, and potato-raising. 

Surveys of rural communities, as distinguished from agricultural 
surveys, such as were undertaken twenty years ago at Cornell, are few 
in number, and as yet rather vague in purpose. The thing that they 
exhibit most conspicuously, perhaps, is the poverty of the social sciences, 
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for in the long run the practical utility of the survey depends upon the 
progress of the social sciences whose concepts and categories it seeks to 
apply. 

We do not know, as yet, except in the most superficial way, what 
ails the rural community. Until more is known mere general description 
of rural life will not add much to our knowledge or insight. 

The present survey is interesting chiefly as a venture into a com- 
paratively new field of observation and study. 

Robert E. Park 

University of Chicago 



Old Age Pensions: Their Actual Working and Ascertained Results 
in the United Kingdom. By H. J. Hoare, with an Introduc- 
tion by Sir Laurence Gomme. London: P. S. King, 1915. 
Pp. xi+196. 
The subtitle of this excellent little book indicates its scope and the 
author's method of treatment. Information that has hitherto been 
inaccessible to students of the problems involved in state provision for 
old age is for the first time made available. The author is a lawyer who 
served before the outbreak of the war (at present he is serving with the 
British army) as clerk of one of the local pension subcommittees for 
London. He has not, however, written a technical legal treatise, nor 
one too cumbered with administrative details. It is rather a practical 
account of the actual working of the Old Age Pension acts of 1908 and 
191 1, with a discussion of the gradual development of improved methods 
of administration. The history of the old-age pension movement has 
been written by others, and Mr. Hoare makes only the briefest reference 
to this subject. He deals rather with the way in which the conditions 
as to age, nationality, residence, and income which are laid down in the 
statute as requirements to be met by all pensioners have worked out and 
with the question as to how far these conditions may be considered satis- 
factory. There are, for example, even in England, where an effective 
system of birth registration has long been in force, many claimants who 
fail to secure a pension because they are unable to furnish proof of age. 
This is a hardship that apparently cannot be removed, and such persons 
will probably be permanently debarred from participation in the benefits 
of the scheme. The chapter on the various problems arising in con- 
nection with the attempt to determine the income of pensioners is an 
exceedingly interesting one, and it is a point of importance that although 



